Governor Jim Doyle

’m committed to ensuring that
Iall Wisconsin citizens receive

quality health care. Since I
took office, I have worked to lower
the price of prescription drugs, help
our farmers and small businesses
through health care cooperatives,
and preserve BadgerCare, Medical
Assistance, and SeniorCare for our
most vulnerable citizens despite
tough budget times.

However, about 30% of health
care spending—up to $300 billion
each year nationwide—is inap-
propriate, redundant, or unneces-
sary. In fact, according to the US
Institute of Medicine, up to 98,000
people in the United States can die
every year from medical errors.

That is why, on November 2,
2005, T signed Executive Order 129,
creating an eHealth Care Quality
and Patient Safety Board, which
will be charged with developing a
plan to automate all health care in-
formation systems in Wisconsin.

The field of medicine has yet to
harness the power of information
technology at the most important
point in the health care system—
patient treatment. Instead, health
care professionals still often rely on
paper charts, written by hand. With
automated systems, patient treat-
ment could be improved and much
of the unnecessary administrative
costs could be eliminated if health
care professionals had electronic
medical records systems.

That’s why I'm pleased to an-
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nounce the creation of the eHealth
Care Quality and Patient Safety
Board, to be chaired by Secretary
Helene Nelson of the Department
of Health and Family Services.
Along with developing a plan to
automate all health care informa-
tion systems in Wisconsin, the
board will also develop a road map
for the private and public sectors
to automate their systems in a co-
ordinated way that will improve
care for the Wisconsin population,
safeguard the privacy and security
of health information, and reduce
overall health care costs for both
the public and private sectors.

In addition, the Board will de-
velop recommendations for the fol-
lowing:

e Identifying existing ehealth re-
sources, including  funding
sources, to support the develop-
ment of a statewide ehealth in-
formation infrastructure.

e Identifying technology options,
and their advantages and disad-
vantages, for a statewide ehealth
information infrastructure.

e Identifying options for serving
consumer health information
needs.

e TInsuring health information pri-
vacy and security in electronic
health information exchange.

e Facilitating statewide adoption
of electronic health record stan-
dards to enable health informa-
tion exchanges across the state
and nationally.

e Creating organization and gov-
ernance structures for a state-
wide ehealth information infra-
structure that is consistent with
national standards under devel-
opment.

Making the transition to elec-
tronic medical records can prevent
medical errors and reduce adminis-
trative costs. This is a win-win situ-
ation for Wisconsin physicians and
residents alike.

Wisconsin must control health
care costs as a key to a long term
strategy of growing our state’s
economy. By reducing state expen-
ditures and enhancing the business
environment for both large and
small employers, we can make that
happen.

I want every person in Wisconsin
to have the opportunity to enjoy all
that life in this great state has to
offer. That means access to good-
paying, family-supporting jobs.
That means access to a great public
education—from 4-year-old kin-
dergarten through college. And that
means access to quality, affordable
health care.

I look forward to seeing the
work the Health Care Quality and
Patient Safety Board is going to
do, and I look forward to work-
ing with all of the members of
the Wisconsin Medical Society as
we focus on improving our health
care system and moving all of
Wisconsin forward.
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